To be truly radical is to make hope possible, rather than despair convincing - Raymond Williams
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Damien (Damo) McGarry Finishing Up as Growth
Organiser

T AS | WRITE this in the early hours of Friday
morning (0500) in the union office, it is with a
heavy heart | advise members of the finishing
up of our Growth Organiser, Damien
McGarry, Damo to one and all.

Damo’s position was finished up by the
National Office ending the funding of his
employment contract.

| have pleaded the importance of keeping
Damien in written and verbal form to both the
Deputy and National Secretaries of our union
but to no avail.

As the Branch Secretary, | explained this to
our Branch Committee, about the offer from
National Office that the Branch fund the
position for three months and then it would be
reviewed. As all dues in our centrally funded
union go to National Office, keeping Damien
. on would not have been feasible for the
Branch. Any long term funding of Damien’s position as
a Growth Organiser, by the Branch, would have been
contrary to the fact that salaries, in our union are paid by
the National body.

The decision by our National leadership in releasing
Damien, in an era of rapidly declining union
membership, in my opinion, lacks vision and a deep
understanding of the Queensland union situation. In the
six months Damien was our Growth Organiser, our
Branch actually grew in membership.

The majority of the Branch leadership, including your
Branch Secretary offered to take significant cuts in wages
and benefits to keep Damo on as Growth Organiser. This
might give members some idea of the respect Damo is
held in with those who work closest with him.

I did not know Damo from a bar of soap before the
Hutchison dispute began. | was only in office for ten
days (July 2015) when Damo and two other terrific
comrades were sacked by Hutchison for attending a
union meeting.

After throwing everything, including the kitchen sink at
Hutchison, we got Damo and our other two members
reinstated. Three days later, along with 94 others, they
were sacked by text message.

During the 136 day dispute, Damo was the leader of the
rank and file. He was available night and day, he was
simply inspirational. Every single member working at
Hutchison today knows and owes Damo a piece of their
heart for the role he played.

In the end Damo, who had a spotless record working at
Hutchison, was not re-employed fundamentally due to
the outstanding role he played in defending the sacked
Hutchison workers. It was his leadership qualities and
love of union that put a target on his back.

Damo has proven himself in the time he has worked for
us to be a man of HONOUR. I can’t give any one a
bigger rap that that. Damo hides his light under a very,
very dense bush but Damo was a champion rugby league
player. He played over 60 NRL games and won a
Challenge Cup for Hull against Wigan in the nineties
before injuries cut short his career.

These same qualities of dedication and team work he
brought to the Branch.

A few of my critics, to coin a phrase from my old dad,
“poison tongues” say that I have been trying to put my
“mates” into leadership positions in the Branch. Any
person who knows me at all knows that is bullshit. For
me, the trade union and working class movement is very
serious business. | will always choose the best quality
person for a job.

Damien McGarry is a quality organiser and man who,
to be quite straightforward, the union movement and in
particular, the MUA, cannot afford to lose.

This explanation on the loss of Damo to our Branch as
a growth organiser is not going to win me any friends but
as far as I’'m concerned, my first duty is to our Branch,
the Queensland Branch and the rank and file who are
entitled to know the facts.

ETU QLD/NT Branch Conference
I WAS HUGELY honoured to speak at the ETU Qld/ NT
Branch Conference held this week in Brisbane.
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It was a wonderful, comradely Conference and in the best
Australian tradition serious issues were dealt with a dash
of humour.

GHTING
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As your Branch Secretary, | dealt with the struggles we
face on the waterfront and at sea. The human toll of long
periods of unemployment in our seafaring members and
under employment in our casual wharfies. The changing
nature of employment and the precarious nature of it was
discussed.

The ETU s a
mile ahead of
us in some
areas
particularly in
industry funds
and that is an
area we need to
address.

It was so
heartening to
see the level of International Solidarity that was
addressed at this meeting, truly inspirational.

At the Conference dinner, special tribute was paid to
recently medically retired Peter Simpson, a dear friend
and comrade of this branch. There were two wonderful
delegates also given well served awards.

| have been to several Union Conferences and as far as
working class solidarity, intellectual debate and just
fantastic union people, this was one of the very best.

Townsville May Day Dinner

TOWNSVILLE HOSTED
THE annual May Day
Dinner on Saturday 20
May 2017. With 140
guests, it was the biggest
and most successful May
Day dinner in Townsville
history.

TBSH delegate, Col
Russell won the Evol Fayer Award for outstanding delegate
of the year for his leadership in securing 100% union
membership in his workplace. The first time on the

Townsville waterfront since the 98 Patricks dispute of
which Col is a veteran. He also organised unanimous
support for their EBA which delivered 9% wage increase.
A great night for the MUA! In Unity - Paul Gallagher

Seaman Struck and Killed by Parted Mooring
Line [Quebec, CA - 23 May 2017]

COULD ALL MEMBERS involved in the use of
mooring ropes please take time to read about this recent
tragedy. Bob

Sourced from: https://www.blueoceana.com/?p=1736

IN YET ANOTHER stark reminder of the inherent
dangers encountered by both shipboard and shoreside line
handlers, a thirty-eight year old as yet unnamed merchant
seaman lost his life during the berthing of M/V NORD
QUEBEC (see photo below) at the port of Trois Rivieres
on Tuesday. The handy size vessel is owned by D/S
Norden Shipping of Denmark, classed with DNV/GL and
insured by North of England P&I Association.

| Initial media reports coming
| to Blueoceana Company
this morning related the
cause as being “a broken
steel cable”, however, we
now understand that Jens
Christensen, Norden’s vice
president of bulker
operations and head of the
firm’s technical department,
is on record as stating that the fatal injury was a result of
a forward spring line parting and striking the mariner on
his head.

Over the last few years, mooring accidents have been on
the rise throughout the world. IMO has recognized the
spike in incidence rates, and has established a
Correspondence Group whose task it is to formulate a
Code of Practice that, if implemented, could perhaps
stem the rising tide of line handling/mooring accidents.
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Vietnam Revisited During Trump’s Bonkers

Brinkmanship
by Jack Heyman (Retired Longshoreman) sourced from:
http://www.counterpunch.org/2017/05/01/vietnam-

revisited-during-trumps-bonkers-brinkmanship/

Jack Heyman is a mate and comrade of mine. He has
spent his working life as a US merchant seafarer,
longshoreman and an outstanding left wing militant on
the West Coast of the USA. | hope some minds find this
article of interest. 1 know I certainly did. Bob Carnegie

I RETURNED TO Vietnam in April, having not been
there since the war, nearly 50 years ago. I’d sailed there
as a seaman in the National Maritime Union (NMU) on a
cargo ship carrying war materiel from the naval ammo
base in Port Chicago, California. Having been active in
the anti-war movement before the merchant marine, | was
reluctant to go to Vietnam. Popular chants in the anti-war
demonstrations in the ‘60’s were “Hell No, We Won’t
Go!” and “Ho Ho Ho Chi Minh, the NLF is Gonna Win!”
At Penn State | burned my draft card in 1965 along with
several others including Andy Stapp, who had organized
the anti-war American Serviceman’s Union. That same
year Marxist philosopher Isaac Deutscher, underscoring
the power of the working class, said in a speech at
Columbia University that he’d give a thousand of the
mushrooming student anti-war protests for just one, solid
workers strike against the war in Vietnam.

A Trotskyist seaman in the union convinced me that an
individualistic act of refusing to sail to Vietnam wouldn’t
stop the war, that revolutionaries should go with the
working class youth, that our task was to organize within
the military and the trade unions to fight to stop the war.
My father’s family was steel mill workers from Steelton,
Pennsylvania, and my mother’s family had fled the Nazis
in Vienna. Her mother who | adored was a socialist. So, it
wasn’t difficult to convince me of a working class
perspective. Soon, a seaman’s job on the S.S. Hoosier
State was on the board at the union hall in San Francisco,
destination: Vietnam. | took it.

While on duty on lookout one night on the bow halfway
across the pond, I heard on my short wave radio that Ho
Chi Minh had died. At the time he was my hero. So, | cut
a piece of black cloth the next day and wore it on my
shirt. When questioned about it by crew members, |
explained that | was honoring Ho Chi Minh, the “George
Washington of Vietnam” who led the independence
struggle against the Japanese in WWII, then the French
colonialists and now the American imperialists. It was
my initial foray into organizing against such wars in the
trade union movement.

Crew members responded with interest. But my biggest
surprise came from a bar girl at the Peace Hotel in
Danang who questioned me about the black ribbon. 1 told
her it was to commemorate Uncle Ho, leader of the
liberation forces. She said, “You, an American, support

Viet Cong?” Then she leaned over and whispered, “I
give money to VC.”

Later I learned that Vietnamese Communists—both
Stalinists and Trotskyists—worked together in the
1930’s, but later Ho’s Viet Minh arrested and killed
Trotskyists. After WWIL, Ho’s Viet Minh welcomed the
British troops to Vietnam and sought U.S. recognition of
their independence. Instead, Truman sent U.S. freighters,
manned by unionized merchant seamen, to transport
French troops to re-colonize the newly-declared
independent republic of Vietnam in collaboration with
the British and defeated Japanese military. These
imperialist coalition forces bombed Haiphong and Hanoi
to pave the way for re-colonization that provoked the war
of national liberation and social revolution.

Little did I know in 1969 that NMU merchant seamen on
board those ships were the first to protest the “imperialist
policies of foreign governments... in Vietnam” in 1945.
The NMU, then the largest maritime union with 100,000
members, and the International Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen’s Union (ILWU), both influenced by the
Communist Party, had played a leading role in the
militant Congress of Industrial Unions (CIO).

But it wasn’t until May Day 2008, forty years later, that
I experienced the power of that class struggle strategy,
mobilizing the working class against imperialist
war. The ILWU shutdown all West Coast ports to protest
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was the union’s
Vietnam veterans who spoke passionately for strike
action that inspired other union members and prevailed at
the union meeting despite contrary sentiments of the
union leadership. That illegal strike was the first by
American workers against an imperialist U.S. war.
Carpet Bombing, Napalm, Agent Orange and
Massacres
When | arrived in Hanoi last month, | had arranged to
meet former U.S. Army Military Intelligence Specialist
Chuck Searcy, now a leading member of Veterans for
Peace in Vietnam. The day before we met at the
Metropole Hotel (where Joan Baez stayed during the
American Christmas bombing of 1972). He lives in
Hanoi, speaks Vietnamese and coordinates work with
Project Renew to remove unexploded ordinances
(UXO’s). Just the day before a 500 1b. unexploded bomb
had been found in Quang Tri province between Hue, the
ancient capital, and the DMZ. It was safely removed by
the Vietnamese mobile team of Project Renew.

The U.S. dropped more than 7 million tons of bombs
on Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, more than twice the
amount dropped in Europe and Asia in all of World War
I1. Many remain unexploded. Chuck Searcy said that the
equivalent of 8 atomic bombs were dropped around the
DMZ. Over 40,000 Vietnamese, 20,000 Laotians and a
similar number of Cambodians have been killed by
UXO’s since 1975, the end of the war. During the
American war in Southeast Asia, 3 million people were
killed in Vietnam, 1 million in Laos and another 1 million
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in Cambodia, a total of 5 million people. The Vietnam
Veterans War Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. has 58,307
names of U.S. military killed in Vietnam and is 247 feet long.
If a wall were built for those Vietnamese, Laotians and
Cambodians Killed in the war it would be over 4 miles long.
On top of the barbaric use of the toxic defoliant dioxin or
Agent Orange 400,000 people were killed or maimed, a half a
million children for over 3 generations have been born with
serious birth defects and 2 million people suffer from cancer
and other serious illnesses. The Veterans for Peace (VFP) are
doing a yeoman’s job of cleaning up that poison in the Danang
area.

Perhaps what most aroused anti-U.S. anger around the world
was the horrific images of children running naked after being
seared by napalm and the pictures of the My Lai massacre with
bloody bodies of dead babies, mothers, children and elderly
strewn along a dirt road, a horror story exposed by Seymour
Hersh. Nick Turse’s well-researched book Kill Anything That
Moves from recently declassified Pentagon files on the
American war in Vietnam, documents how such massacres
occurred all over South Vietnam. The Pentagon demanded
higher body counts of the Viet Cong. Pentagon brass
considered anyone living in VC-controlled villages, babies
included, as foes. None of the Pentagon brass was ever charged
with war crimes. All of these war crimes are meticulously and
graphically documented in the War Remnants Museum in Ho
Chi Minh City, originally called the American War Crimes
Museum. The name was changed to placate American tourists.

The bold January 1968 Tet Offensive, by Vietcong sappers
and militia along with the North Vietnamese Army, launched a
coordinated attack in several cities that belied the Pentagon
propaganda that the U.S. was winning the war. In the Tet
Offensive the U.S. Embassy in Saigon (how Ho Chi Minh
City) was occupied by the Viet Cong for several hours,
according to Chuck Searcy who was based there. The U.S.
military and South Vietnamese army lost control of several
cities temporarily. Hue was held for a month by insurgents,
many of them university students. It only fell after a massive
U.S. bombardment of the ancient capital, destroying much of
that archeological site.

Ironically, one of the first casualties of the American war in
Vietnam occurred in 1964 in Halong Bay which nowadays is
full of tour boats. After President Johnson claimed (falsely as it
was later shown) that North Vietnam attacked an American
destroyer in the Gulf of Tonkin, the U.S. “retaliated” by
bombing the main port Haiphong and nearby beautiful Cat Ba
Island in Halong Bay which is of no military significance.

If Air Force General Curtis LeMay had his way, he declared,
the U.S. would have won the war by using nuclear bombs in
Vietnam. Before that he had advocated dropping atomic bombs
on Cuba and North Korea. No wonder North Korea felt the
need to develop nuclear arms for defense. In the 1968
elections, LeMay (Kubrick’s Dr. Strangelove) ran for Vice
President with racist Alabama Governor George Wallace.
Kicking the “Vietnam Syndrome”

Massive protests erupted and grew to the end of the war and
afterwards leaving a strong distaste of wars for empire. George
H. W. Bush inveighed against the “Vietnam Syndrome”,
honing the American sword for the next war. Over a hundred
years ago Mark Twain, a fervent member of the Anti-
Imperialist League, had warned in the wake of the Spanish
American War that democracy and empire are irreconcilable.
Karl Marx had already analyzed capitalism’s highest stage of

imperialism, recognizing that as a natural consequence of the
tendency of the falling rate of profit imperialist countries are
compelled to seek new markets through coercive trade
agreements or war, if necessary. At the museum in the village
of My Lai, there’s a film on that massacre pointing out the
relevance of the Vietnam War to the wars in the Middle East
today.

While I was in Hanoi, President “Make the Empire Great
Again” Trump reversed his electoral “isolationist” foreign
policy after increasing the military budget. He hitched onto the
trajectory of liberal hawk of Hillary Clinton. In rapid
succession he sent a flurry of Tomahawk cruise missiles hitting
an air base in Syria used by the Russians while accusing,
without any evidence, the Assad regime of a deadly chemical
attack on civilians in ISIS-occupied territory. Then the U.S.
military dropped the “mother of all bombs” on ISIS tunnels in
Afghanistan, where the Taliban control half of the country.
Now, he’s threatening nuclear-armed North Korea with a
U.S. naval armada. Elected Democrats in Congress
supported the bombing of Syria, were essentially silent
on the “Mother of All Bombs” dropped on Afghanistan
and criticized Trump for misstating that he was sending
the U.S. “naval armada” toward North Korea when it was
heading away, implying that he was not acting
sufficiently militaristic enough against a nuclear-armed
country. Over 3 million Koreans died in the other
American war in East Asia.

President Eisenhower warned Americans about the
danger of the “military-industrial complex”. But this is
the same Eisenhower who prepared the Bay of Pigs
invasion (carried out by Democrat Kennedy) in a failed
attempt to crush the Cuban Revolution. In fact, it is not
just a particular pressure group but U.S. imperialism that
has carried out military interventions continuously since
the end of WW I, under Democrats and Republicans
alike, using the cover of “American exceptionalism”. The
Pentagon now has American troops stationed in 150
countries. Is it any wonder when you google which
country is the greatest threat to world peace the answer is
the United States? (Except for Breitbart!)

Is Vietnam A Failing Revolution?

When the Vietnamese Revolution triumphed in 1975, it was
not only a civil war of national reunification but also a social
revolution replacing the U.S. puppet capitalist regime in
South Vietnam with what Trotskyists call a deformed
workers state, a social gain but a bureaucratically-run
state. It was a stunning defeat for imperialism. Liberals
and Nixon cried “No more Vietnams,” but the victory of
the Vietnamese Revolution inspired struggles from
southern Africa to Central America.

Author Viet Thanh Nguyen’s novel The Sympathizer
portrays American exceptionalism as delusional. His
protagonist is a Vietnamese Communist
counterintelligence agent in the U.S. after the victorious
Vietnam Revolution. Ultimately, he himself is
imprisoned and tortured in Vietnam by the Stalinist
regime. His jailers sadistically interrogate him, “What is
more important than independence and freedom?” Viet
shows the dark, repressive side of the Vietnamese state,
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but he maintains that revolution is still necessary. So,
what is happening in Vietnam today?

When | was in Danang in 1969, soldiers and seamen
used to take R & R on China Beach, hang out at the bars
and drink Saigon tea with the bar girls. Today, it has been
replaced with miles and miles of upscale hotels on China
Beach being built for wealthy tourists. It’s a new
American invasion, this time not by troops but by capital.
Surprisingly, the mantra of many young Vietnamese who
didn’t live through the war is “We need to forget about
the past and look to the future.” As the Spanish
philosopher George Santayana remarked, “Those who
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

| talked to Le Phan Linh, president of the 30,000
member Vietnam National Shipping Lines Workers’
Union (VWU). | asked why crews on the tourist boats in
Halong Bay and the Mekong River were not being
organized by the union. (The communist-led NMU was
begun with a strike on a passenger ship, then organized
all ships.) He said his union only organized cargo vessels
and if seamen on tourist vessels wanted a union they
could join a local union. The seamen onboard the
passenger vessels that | talked to had no union and some
didn’t even know what a trade union was. Mr. Le
explained that Vietnam was a poor country, that foreign
investment was important. Apparently, workers in the
tourist industry—on tour boats and luxury hotels— are not
being organized.

The Vietnam General Confederation of Labor (VGCL)
is the only union federation recognized by the
government and the restrictive labor code makes it
difficult to strike. Yet, over the last 12 years there have
been militant, wildcat and sit-down strikes. The
Australian Green Left Weekly (Dec. 10, 2003) poignantly
reported: “In Vietnam’s precarious balance between
mobilising private and foreign capital to help develop the
war-ruined country and trying to maintain a dominant
state-owned sector and a ‘socialist orientation’, the role
of organised labour is crucial in stopping “market forces”
from undermining labour standards.”

In 2006, 350,000 workers were involved in 541 strikes in
factories mainly owned by foreign capitalists from Hong
Kong, South Korea, Taiwan and Japan. 5 years later
wildcat strikes over wages and working conditions nearly
doubled to 981. Even the U.S. State Department
conceded that the Viethamese government tolerated
strikes and not only didn’t punish the strikers but often
mediated contract settlements in the workers’ favor. In
some cases the government even penalized employers for
illegal practices that provoked the strikes.

Now, the Vietnamese government is caught in a
dilemna. It seeks to attract foreign investment based on
low wages and political stability. Yet, with the average
monthly wage of $145, lower than most South East Asian
countries, workers are organizing to increase their wages
and working conditions. With the run-up to the Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP), the state harassed and

imprisoned some strike leaders. Independent unions are
seen as a threat.

I asked why in Cuba socialized medicine and free
education are the hallmarks of their revolution, yet in
Vietnam workers had to pay for health care and
schooling. He explained that there were major changes in
the Vietnamese economy in the 1990s, the period of
enhanced neo-liberal capitalist trade agreements. The
Communist Party of Vietnam decided to follow that path
and attract foreign capital in an attempt ostensibly to raise
the low standard of living of workers. Yet, they don’t tax
foreign investors sufficiently to cover the expenses of
health care, education and other social needs for fear of
discouraging investments. Instead workers complain that
they have to shoulder the cost of these social needs which
should be free under socialism. Moreover, the Vietnam
government favors the TPP that was resoundingly
rejected by American workers. Such glaring
contradictions will have to be resolved in favor of the
working class or the social gains of the Viethamese
revolution will be torn asunder not by brute military force
but by the capitalist behemoth.

Wharfie - 2nd Book Launch
There is now a second book
launch for Lesley Synge’s
biography about Wal Stubbings,
Wharfie. It will be held this
Saturday 27 May in Salisbury at
Reload Espresso, 9 Chrome
Street at 10.30am.

Wal Stubbings was born in
Tasmania in 1913. He settled in
: s ! Brisbane in the war years and
worked on the wharves. Militant workers like him were

demonised and accused of wrecking the country. So what
was it like to be a wharfie? Especially one who visited
the USSR, was involved in street marches, was under
constant surveillance by ASIO and yet survived to the
ripe old age of 101? This is the story of one man’s
journey through a tumultuous century. There will be
discounted copies of the biography available at the 2™
launch and also at the union rooms, 73 Southgate
Avenue, Cannon Hill.

Branch Officials Details

QLD Branch Secretary Bob Carnegie

Mob: 0439 478 996

Wal Stubbings

Email: bob.carnegie@mua.org.au o4
QLD Deputy Branch Secretary Jason Miners | (:?Q
Mob: 0401 211 866 ornational
Email: jason.miners@mua.org.au )

QLD Assistant Branch Secretary Paul Gallagher
Mob: 0408 494 1268

Email: paul.gallagher@mua.org.au

QLD Organiser Paul Petersen

Mob: 0404 453 869

Email: paul.petersen@mua.org.au
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