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One day more! Hutchison workers stand firm

THE HUTCHISON DISPUTE continues. On the 
back of this leaflet is a letter we wrote which 
was successful in assisting us in keeping our 
protest line intact.

DP World Agreement goes to vote
AFTER 19 LONG and difficult months, the MUA
site committee and Branch Leadership is 
putting the EBA to members for endorsement 
on September 16 . This marathon of a 
document offers several distinct improvements 
over the old, and is a document we can use as 
building block in the years ahead, The branch 
asks all members to attend this meeting. It's 
your EBA , it’s the document that governs your 
working life for the next four years, and it’s a 
paid meeting, so please attend.

Brisbane Ferries
RELIEVING OFFICIAL Paul Petersen has been 
involved in a bitter dispute involving a female 
member exercising some fairly fundamental 
rights. Transdev, I hope are reading this 
Branch News, because if you are and you think 
you are going to intimidate an MUA member, I 
strongly advise you to “take a bex and lie 
down”. A world of hurt is coming your way 
should your organisation continue down this 
path.

Merchant Navy Remembrance Day
ON AUGUST 29 at Greenbank RSL, Comrade 
Brian Gallagher led a memorial service to 
honour World War Two Merchant Seafarers 
lost in that conflict. Comrade Gallagher has 
organised a beautiful plaque, and he along with
MUA veterans such as ‘Tug” Wilson have 
played an enormous part in seeing these brave 
men properly remembered. Everything we 
enjoy is because of their sacrifice. 

Ativo EBA
OUR FIRST EBA meeting was held in 
Melbourne on the 4/9/15. The second meeting 

is to be held on Wednesday 9/9/15 with both 
delegates and branch secretary in attendance,

Queensland Branch supports 
refugees
AT AN EXTENDED branch executive meeting 
held in Brisbane on Tuesday 8 September, the 
Branch Secretary proposed that, in a similar 
spirit to that announced by Pope Francis over 
the weekend, the Queensland branch stands 
ready to adopt a Syrian family displaced by the 
horrors of war. We call on and challenge the 
Abbott Government to make this possible, The 
Queensland Branch makes this offer in the 
name of our common humanity.

When Rotterdam wharfies struck 
against Nazis deporting Jews
IN FEBRUARY 1941, Rotterdam wharfies 
struck against the Nazi occupation regime in 
the Netherlands deporting Jews.

On the weekend of 22-23 February, German 
and Dutch Nazi forces rounded up 427 young 
Jews to deport them to Buchenwald and 
Mauthausen.

The next afternoon workers went onto the 
streets to protest, with wharfies in the lead. On
25 February, the whole city ground to a halt, 
with some 300,000 on strike. The strike wave 
lasted a few days before subsiding under 
repression. The Nazis arrested about 100 
workers.

It could not stop the deportations of Jews, but
it was a noble and brave act. In April-May 
1943, half a million Dutch workers again struck
against the Nazi occupation.

The underground Communist Party of the 
Netherlands played a role in the strike 
movement. On the wharves, the major 
influence was the Revolutionary Socialist 
Workers' Party, an anti-Stalinist party led by 
Henk Sneevliet, a long-time organiser in the 
Dutch labour movement and the Indonesian 
independence movement.
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