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Young Maritime Workers Conference ‘09  
 
THE National YOUNG MARITIME WORKERS (YMW) Conference will be held in Brisbane this year on October 27-
30 the theme will be “Know the Past, Own the Future”  and the newly formed National Young Maritime Workers 
Committee will have the carriage of the content. The committee will also facilitate the conference.   
If anyone has any ideas they would like to pass onto the committee they should contact their state representative. 
The Northern Territory Youth Representative is Patrick (Paddy) Edwards. 
The conference will be a great event and any members under 35 that wish to attend should contact their branch 
secretary or branch committee.    
 
 
 
 
 

MUA WEBSITE 
 

The new website has just been launched and can be found at www.mua.org.au 
Check out the events and news from our union and sign up for e-newsletter. 

NT Branch has its own page so if you have something that you would like put on your page contact your committee. 
 
 
 

Contributions to this newsletter can be made by con tacting: 
 

Thomas Mayor 0419 815 842, Rowan Hayward 0407 089 490 or Glen Williams 0401 271 740.            



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
                                                                           WOMEN of the MUA  

 
On the Monday before the conference a small gathering of the Women of the MUA was held. This was a chance for 
the women to bring up their issues and discuss them. It was great to meet the Darwin women that were able to 
make it. But to all the other NT Women, the union has a dedicated officer working full time for the union to handle 
any issues you may wish to bring up.  
 
Mich-Elle Myers is located in National Office in Sydney but is contactable anytime on 0401 202 667 or by email 
michelle.myers@mua.org.au .The NT Women’s representative on the National Women’s Committee is Erica Seipel 
who can also be contacted for assistance.          
                    

Branch Committee  
The newly elected branch committee and their contac t details. 

 
Tugs;    Stephen Richardson 0412 840 651 
 
Perkins Shipping;  Darren Forsythe 0419 866 750  

barra61@hotmail.com  
 

John Wicks 0407 231 249  
                                   john.wicks@perkins.com.au  

 
POAGS;  Warren Mahony  0439 309 818 
       
              Heiko Schenck           0419 801183 
      sonia.heiko@bigpond.com.au  
 
Patrick;             Thomas Mayor           0419 866 750 
      tomtom.mayor@gmail.com  
 
                                    Patrick Edwards 0415 416 090 
      paddy.edwards@bigpond.com  
                                     
                                    John Houghton 0437 031 402 

john.houghton@nt.gov.au  
    
                                    Erica Seipel  0411 170 062 

   erica.seipel@nt.gov.au  
 
Seafarers;  Rowan Hayward 0407 089 490 
      rowan.hayward@bigpond.com  



 

                                               
                                                     THE DARWIN – DILI PORT COMPACT   
 
      
On the 1st of July the historic Darwin-Dili Port Compact was signed. The compact reads as follows: 
 
This Compact is between the Sindikatu Maritima, Energia No Transporte – Timor Leste (SME-TL) and its Dili 
Branch, and the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) and its Darwin Branch. 
The Parties to this Compact share the same ocean and hemisphere, and have shared a long political and industrial 

history of mutual benefit to the Unions and their members at both sides of the oceans. 

Our Unions work closely together in 

·  Assisting seafarers engaged on FOC ships in both our ports 

·  Work closely together to identify opportunities in shipping and oil and gas 

·  Both are affiliated to the ITF 

·  Both are members of the Mining & Maritime Pacific Rim Coalition. 

We believe the joint Compact offers further opportunities to develop even stronger relationships between our unions 

and members in the following ways: 

�  Clearly identifying a program of solidarity between the two unions and Branches 

�  Identify responsible Officials of each Union to foster regular communications 

�  Identify regional issues affecting workers in our area 

�  Develop exchange delegations between Officials and rank and filers from both Unions, ie: May Day 

�  Develop strong links with both Unions’ Women’s Committees 

�  Develop joint educational forums for the youth of our Unions. 

We recognise that workers of the world must unite and this regional step is but one in such an important journey for 

maritime workers. 

The undersigned endorse the objective, and encourage all members in the Branches in Darwin and Dili to participate 

in the activities generated by this Compact. 

 
 Branch Secretary Andy Burford, Paulino Da Costa SMETL and Rigoberto Monteiro KSTL and the branch committee after the signing. 

                                          



 

 
INDUSTRIAL ROUNDS 

 
 
 

Darwin Port Corporation 
 
Following the recent negotiation and implementation of the new EBA the union and DPC management have had 
discussions regarding the reactivation of the Joint Consultative Committee (JCC). Elections have been conducted 
but we still require someone from the Security area and administration to be on the committee. We will again call for 
nominations for the committee in those areas this week with a view to meeting with DPC management the week of 
the 20th of July. The committee so far consists but is not restricted to the following people; 
 
John Houghton - Erica Seipel 
 
The union and DPC with the assistance of NT Worksafe have concluded negotiations in regards to establishing 
Designated Workgroups and electing Health and Safety Representatives (HSRs) who will become part of the new 
DPC Health and Safety Reps Committee. Training will be provided by to all elected HSRs with the maintenance 
workshop having two HSRs booked in to do their training this month. The Designated Workgroups consist of 
Engineering, Mooring Basin Operations, Pilot Boat, Cargo, Administration and Security. To have a HSR in each 
Workgroup there must be an election conducted then the training will be provided and that person will become a part 
of the HSR Committee. If you are interested in getting a HSR elected for your Workgroup contact the union and they 
will assist you to achieve this important new development in safety for all DPC workers. 
 
 

Patrick Stevedores 
 
MUA members working for Patrick united recently at a meeting to address issues around securing more permanent 
jobs and a possible attempt by the company to fundamentally change the value of full time jobs on the waterfront. 
 
Patrick have been using the argument of the global financial downturn to avoid replacing vacant permanent 
positions. The Patrick members unanimously moved a resolution to take on the company at the Industrial Relations 
Commission to see these positions filled as per the agreement. 
 
Patrick have also indicated that they are looking at introducing a day shift week day only class of permanent to work 
rig tenders. The members expressed concern that this may erode the permanent conditions for stevedores and will 
have a flow on effect to other areas. Rank and file unanimously moved that any deterioration of present conditions 
for a day only rig tender gang will not be accepted. 
 

 
P&O 

 
MUA members at P&O have recently elected a consultative committee which will be meeting with management on a 
regular basis to discuss all ongoing industrial issues that may be affecting the membership. It is the role of the 
committee to assist the members, delegates and the branch in dealing with the day to day operation of the union at 
P&O if anyone has any issues that they feel need to be dealt with through the consultative process then please don’t 
hesitate to contact any of the committee or Branch Officials to have items added to the agenda of the next meeting. 
 
The P&O Consultative Committee is;  
Andy Burford - Warren Mahony - Heiko Schenk - Cosmo Flora -Adam Grimshaw 



 

 
 
                                                                                                       
               
                          
 
 
 
 
 
Maritime Super provides comprehensive superannuation and retirement services for Maritime Workers and 

their families: freecall 1800 757 607 NOW!  

 
 
 

Mandorah Camping Ground  
 

Most members would be unaware but the MUA own a beachfront acre block of land over at Mandorah. 
 

There is a functioning shower and toilet along with a garage and covered common area. The land is 
available for members and their families to camp on and small donation is all that is required to access the 

block with all money raised going towards the refurbishment and improvement of the current facilities. 
 

Anyone wishing to camp on the block should contact the Branch to arrange access. 
 

DPWC Café EAW 
 
The Café on East Arm Wharf has recently reopened under new management and is offering a range of 
healthy food for workers. The café is operated independently and with the support of the Darwin Port 
Welfare Committee which is chaired by former WWF Secretary Brian Manning. This café is essential in not 
only providing food for workers but as a haven for both Australian and International seafarers who visit the 
Port of Darwin where they can phone home and use the internet service to check emails and surf the web. 
The café is also supported by the International Transport Workers Federation (ITF) who are assisting the 
committee to build better facilities and hopefully one day soon provide a free bus service to and from East 
Arm Wharf. By supporting the café you are supporting the welfare of seafarers in their port so give it try 
and see what improvements have been made in the food and service under the management. 
 

��� ��������	
�� ������������������������ ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������� ������������������������������������ �
��
�����
��	 �

��������
������������������������������������������ �������������� � � � � � � � ������������������

����
������ ����!� ����������������������#$��%�&'('�	)�!	�* �������������������������������"�#��$��%�������&�'� � �

���(����������)*����������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������+#�$��%����������,�

�����-"���
���.
��/�0���*����

���1)���#��0���23�����)*4)��2
�02�� ������
#  0401 271 740�

� � �


